
Pickleball Etiquette:  

1. Players should introduce themselves before beginning a game or greet those they already know. 

 2. After rally, the player closest to the ball should retrieve it and gently return it to the proper server, 
preferably by tossing by hand or hitting with a paddle in a controlled manner, rather than kicking it 
under the net. The server should raise his/her hand while moving to the serving position to indicate 
to whom the ball should be directed.  

3. In a game with no referee, if partners disagree on whether the ball is “in” or “out”, the proper call 
is “in”. This is not only a rule but good sportsmanship. 

4. If a ball is so close to call, the benefit of the doubt goes to the opponent.  

5. Avoid questioning an opponent’s line call. In most cases the opponents are closer and have a 
better angle to see where the ball hits the surface. If you are not sure of the call on your side of the 
net to may ask the other team, but in that case their call should be accepted. 

6. In a game without referees, players should call foot faults on themselves. While it is within the 
rules to call foot faults on your opponents, and hopefully this would be received as helping to 
improve their game, be sensitive to the particular situation before choosing to exercise this 
prerogative. 

7. In open recreational play, when the players on the opposing team are unequal in skill, avoid 
always playing the weaker player just to score points. Also, play the stronger player equally or 
he/she may get bored and not want to play with your team in the future. In addition, your game will 
improve by playing the better player.  

8. In open recreational play, individuals are often of diverse skill levels. Exhibit patience and 
tolerance. As a stronger player, practice your shot accuracy: as a weaker player, use the opportunity 
to improve your game.  

9. After the game, come to the net and touch paddles, bump fists, whatever is the local custom. 
Say something positive to acknowledge opponents and partner. If it was a particular bad game and 
“good game” seems hollow, at least say, “Thanks for playing”.  

10. When others are waiting, relinquish the court or offer to rotate (e.g. two-out, two-in; four-off, 
four-on) when no local rules cover the court usage. 

11. As frustrating as play can be, never use foul language or denigrate another player; apologize 
immediately if something inappropriate slips out.  

12. Avoid anger and/or confrontation; it is only a game. 

 


